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WHAT CAN JESUS DO?





OUR PURPOSE

TO REACH AND TRANSFORM PEOPLE, BY THE POWER 
OF THE GOSPEL, IN BIBLICAL COMMUNITY.
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HEAR ON SUNDAY

Sunday morning worship. The message on Sunday will equip you with one 
main point. It will also lead you into an action step during the week.  There 
is an area for notes in the guide for you to jot down thoughts, insights, and 
parts of the message that impact you.

STUDY ON YOUR OWN

Spend time reading and thinking about God and His Word. This will help 
you grow as a follower of Jesus as you develop a practice of opening 
God’s Word. The study for each week will provide passages to read and 
reflect. The study will challenge you with questions to explore your own life. 
You can work through the study all at once or throughout the week. 

TALK WITH YOUR SMALL GROUP

Small group discussion. Our gospel transformation accelerates when we 
talk to others about what we have learned. The questions in the small group 
cue include a Getting-To-Know-Me section, Into the Bible section, and 
Message Application section. There is also a question to help you tell the 
group what God did through your study the previous week. It is beneficial 
to read and answer these questions before attending small group.

SHARE WITH OTHERS

Do you know anyone who needs the answer to the question, “What 
can Jesus do?” You can help them find the answer to one of the most 
important questions ever asked! The Reach section of the Study will 
provide coaching and help to begin to turn everyday conversations into 
gospel conversations.

// HOW TO USE THE STUDY
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WHAT CAN JESUS DO?
WHEN THE SABBATH CAME, HE BEGAN TO TEACH IN 
THE SYNAGOGUE; AND THE MANY LISTENERS WERE 

ASTONISHED, SAYING, “WHERE DID THIS MAN GET THESE 
THINGS, AND WHAT IS THIS WISDOM GIVEN TO HIM, AND 
SUCH MIRACLES AS THESE PERFORMED BY HIS HANDS?" 

 —MARK 6:2

Believing in Jesus means coming to know and respond to what He can do 
in our lives. It involves understanding that He is Savior. Savior from what? 
Savior from our sin problem. It also involves understanding that Jesus is 
Lord. When we are captured by the love of Jesus, we want to follow Him. 
At Good News, we summarize this step of discipleship as MASTER.

Those who share Christ as Master join in Biblical community. Biblical 
community involves joining with others to worship Jesus on Sunday. It also 
involves joining others throughout the week to open God’s Word in a small 
group. At Good News, we summarize this step of discipleship as MEMBER.

From the time we first follow Jesus, we cannot help sharing Him with others. 
When we are a part of His Biblical community, we team up to serve so 
others can be reached and transformed by the gospel. As we grow, we 
take on more responsibility and become leaders of ten who can make 
room for others to be transformed by the power of the gospel. At Good 
News, we summarize this step of discipleship as MISSION.

We believe Jesus wants each of us to become a 3M Christian (master, 
member, mission). When Jesus is MASTER, we are MEMBERS together of 
His Biblical community, and we are engaged in the MISSION. We live the 
3M lifestyle of a disciple. 
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THE GOSPEL OF MARK
MARK 6:1-32
(New American Standard Bible)

TEACHING AT NAZARETH
1Jesus went out from there and 
came into His hometown; and His 
disciples followed Him. 2When the 
Sabbath came, He began to teach 
in the synagogue; and the many 
listeners were astonished, saying, 
“Where did this man get these 
things, and what is this wisdom 
given to Him, and such miracles as 
these performed by His hands? 3Is 
not this the carpenter, the son of 
Mary, and brother of James and 
Joses and Judas and Simon? Are 
not His sisters here with us?” And 
they took offense at Him. 4Jesus said 
to them, “A prophet is not without 
honor except in his hometown and 
among his own relatives and in his 
own household.” 5And He could 
do no miracle there except that 
He laid His hands on a few sick 
people and healed them. 6And He 
wondered at their unbelief.
And He was going around the 
villages teaching.

THE TWELVE SENT OUT
7And He summoned the twelve 
and began to send them out in 
pairs, and gave them authority 
over the unclean spirits; 8and He 
instructed them that they should 
take nothing for their journey, 
except a mere staff—no bread, no 
bag, no money in their belt— 9but 
to wear sandals; and He added, 
“Do not put on two tunics.” 10And 
He said to them, “Wherever you 
enter a house, stay there until you 
leave town. 11Any place that does 

MARK 6:1-32
(New International Version)

A PROPHET WITHOUT HONOR
1Jesus left there and went to his 
hometown, accompanied by his 
disciples. 2When the Sabbath 
came, he began to teach in the 
synagogue, and many who heard 
him were amazed.
“Where did this man get these 
things?” they asked. “What’s this 
wisdom that has been given 
him? What are these remarkable 
miracles he is performing? 3Isn’t 
this the carpenter? Isn’t this Mary’s 
son and the brother of James, 
Joseph, Judas and Simon? Aren’t 
his sisters here with us?” And they 
took offense at him.
4Jesus said to them, “A prophet is 
not without honor except in his 
own town, among his relatives 
and in his own home.” 5He could 
not do any miracles there, except 
lay his hands on a few sick people 
and heal them. 6He was amazed 
at their lack of faith.

JESUS SENDS OUT THE TWELVE
Then Jesus went around teaching 
from village to village. 7Calling the 
Twelve to him, he began to send 
them out two by two and gave 
them authority over impure spirits.
8These were his instructions: “Take 
nothing for the journey except a 
staff—no bread, no bag, no money 
in your belts. 9Wear sandals but 
not an extra shirt. 10Whenever you 
enter a house, stay there until 
you leave that town. 11And if any 
place will not welcome you or 
listen to you, leave that place and 
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not receive you or listen to you, as 
you go out from there, shake the 
dust off the soles of your feet for 
a testimony against them.” 12They 
went out and preached that men 
should repent. 13And they were 
casting out many demons and 
were anointing with oil many sick 
people and healing them.

JOHN’S FATE RECALLED
14And King Herod heard of it, for 
His name had become well known; 
and people were saying, “John the 
Baptist has risen from the dead, 
and that is why these miraculous 
powers are at work in Him.” 15But 
others were saying, “He is Elijah.” 
And others were saying, “He is a 
prophet, like one of the prophets 
of old.” 16But when Herod heard 
of it, he kept saying, “John, whom I 
beheaded, has risen!”
17For Herod himself had sent and 
had John arrested and bound in 
prison on account of Herodias, 
the wife of his brother Philip, 
because he had married her. 18For 
John had been saying to Herod, “It 
is not lawful for you to have your 
brother’s wife.” 19Herodias had a 
grudge against him and wanted 
to put him to death and could 
not do so; 20for Herod was afraid 
of John, knowing that he was a 
righteous and holy man, and he 
kept him safe. And when he heard 
him, he was very perplexed; but 
he used to enjoy listening to him. 
21A strategic day came when 
Herod on his birthday gave a 
banquet for his lords and military 
commanders and the leading 
men of Galilee; 22and when the 

shake the dust off your feet as a 
testimony against them.”
12They went out and preached 
that people should repent. 13They 
drove out many demons and 
anointed many sick people with oil 
and healed them.

JOHN THE BAPTIST BEHEADED
14King Herod heard about this, 
for Jesus’ name had become well 
known. Some were saying,“John 
the Baptist has been raised 
from the dead, and that is why 
miraculous powers are at work in 
him.”
15Others said, “He is Elijah.”
And still others claimed, “He is a 
prophet, like one of the prophets 
of long ago.”
16But when Herod heard this, he 
said, “John, whom I beheaded, has 
been raised from the dead!”
17For Herod himself had given 
orders to have John arrested, 
and he had him bound and put 
in prison. He did this because of 
Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, 
whom he had married. 18For John 
had been saying to Herod, “It is 
not lawful for you to have your 
brother’s wife.” 19So Herodias 
nursed a grudge against John and 
wanted to kill him. But she was not 
able to, 20because Herod feared 
John and protected him, knowing 
him to be a righteous and holy 
man. When Herod heard John, he 
was greatly puzzled; yet he liked 
to listen to him.
21Finally the opportune time came. 
On his birthday Herod gave a 
banquet for his high officials and 
military commanders and the 

MARK 6:1-32
(New American Standard Bible)

MARK 6:1-32
(New International Version)
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daughter of Herodias herself 
came in and danced, she pleased 
Herod and his dinner guests; and 
the king said to the girl, “Ask me 
for whatever you want and I will 
give it to you.” 23And he swore 
to her, “Whatever you ask of me, 
I will give it to you; up to half of 
my kingdom.” 24And she went out 
and said to her mother, “What 
shall I ask for?” And she said, 
“The head of John the Baptist.” 
25Immediately she came in a hurry 
to the king and asked, saying, “I 
want you to give me at once the 
head of John the Baptist on a 
platter.” 26And although the king 
was very sorry, yet because of his 
oaths and because of his dinner 
guests, he was unwilling to refuse 
her. 27Immediately the king sent 
an executioner and commanded 
him to bring back his head. And 
he went and had him beheaded in 
the prison, 28and brought his head 
on a platter, and gave it to the girl; 
and the girl gave it to her mother. 
29When his disciples heard about 
this, they came and took away his 
body and laid it in a tomb.
30The apostles *gathered together 
with Jesus; and they reported to 
Him all that they had done and 
taught. 31And He *said to them, 
“Come away by yourselves to a 
secluded place and rest a while.” 
(For there were many people 
coming and going, and they 
did not even have time to eat.) 
32They went away in the boat to a 
secluded place by themselves.

leading men of Galilee. 22When the 
daughter of[fn]Herodias came in 
and danced, she pleased Herod 
and his dinner guests.
The king said to the girl, “Ask me 
for anything you want, and I’ll 
give it to you.” 23And he promised 
her with an oath, “Whatever you 
ask I will give you, up to half my 
kingdom.”
24She went out and said to her 
mother, “What shall I ask for?”
“The head of John the Baptist,” she 
answered.
25At once the girl hurried in to the 
king with the request: “I want you 
to give me right now the head of 
John the Baptist on a platter.”
26The king was greatly distressed, 
but because of his oaths and his 
dinner guests, he did not want to 
refuse her. 27So he immediately 
sent an executioner with orders to 
bring John’s head. The man went, 
beheaded John in the prison, 
28and brought back his head on a 
platter. He presented it to the girl, 
and she gave it to her mother. 29On 
hearing of this, John’s disciples 
came and took his body and laid 
it in a tomb.

MARK 6:1-32
(New International Version)

MARK 6:1-32
(New American Standard Bible)
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A WILD RIDE
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Jesus gives us a wild ride!

Enjoy Jesus and His wild ride.

Matthew 5:10

Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake 
of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Date: April 8
Message:  A Wild Ride
Scripture:  Mark 6:1-32

THE POINT

MEMORY

ACTION
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// PERSONAL STUDY

OPEN GOD’S WORD. 
Christians experience Jesus’ wild ride today. More people are coming 
to faith in Jesus around the world than ever before. At the same time, 
Christians are unpopular and suffer because of Jesus. 

God’s Word shows how early Christians enjoyed Jesus’ wild ride. The Apostles 
learned to expect and enjoy a great harvest and opposition to the gospel. 
 
Read Acts 1-4. Take one chapter at a time over four days or complete your 
study all at once.

ACTS 1
What had Jesus trained His disciples for?

What were they to receive to accomplish their mission?

What were the disciples doing to prepare for their mission in this chapter?

ACTS 2
What wild ride did Jesus take the believers on in this chapter?

What were the positive results?

ACTS 3 
What positive results did the gospel produce in this chapter?
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How did Peter take advantage of the opportunity God gave him after the 
healing of the lame man?

ACTS 4
What opposition begins to come up in this chapter?

How had the disciples’ ministry training with Jesus prepared them for this?

How do Peter and John demonstrate the importance of both evangelism 
and biblical community in this chapter?

As the church experiences opposition, what does God provide for them?

MAKING IT PERSONAL / /
How many times in the past two weeks have you taken the initiative to have a 
gospel conversation?  What was the result?

Are you more likely or less likely to take the initiative to have gospel conversations 
based on what you learned in the message, your personal study, and small 
group this week? Why?

From your study this week, what can you learn from the church’s model of 
ministry to help you in your ministry where you live, work, and play?

PRAYER / /
Jesus, you and I can’t lose. If our message is rejected, we win. If our message is 
received, we win and our friends do too. Thanks for letting me be a part of Your 
mission in the world. Help me to enjoy the wild ride. Amen.
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GETTING-TO-KNOW-ME

1. Who is earliest teacher you can remember in school and why? 

ACTION STEP FOLLOW-UP
2. When did Jesus’ resurrection give you hope last week?

INTO THE BIBLE // Let’s open God’s Word together.

Read MATTHEW 5:10-12.

3. What does Jesus promise His disciples in these verses (there are 
multiple promises)?

4. What would have most surprised or intimidated the disciples?

5. Since you know that you can’t lose, how do these verses encourage 
you to share your faith in Jesus?

Read ACTS 5:40-42.

6. How did the apostles experience a wild ride in this passage?

7. How did this confirm Jesus' promises in Matthew 5:10-12?

// SMALL GROUP CUE
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APPLICATION // Let’s be transformed together.

8. From low to high, how would you rate yourself—“I know Who I am 
living for, and I am willing to experience His wild ride.”

   LOW  MEDIUM   HIGH

9. What will you do this week to prepare for Jesus’ wild ride?

GO CONFERENCE // April 22 and 29

Pray for our GO Partners as we prepare for our GO Conference April 22 and 29.

Khen Tombing (movement leader) and wife Rith and children 
in Manipur State, India:  Please pray for our church planting 
efforts at Bethel Presbyterian Church of Vanlai Village, among 
the Zou Tribe. Pray for the Valveng Presbyterian Church of 
Ngathal Village. Pray for the Immanuel Presbyterian Church 
of Munhoih Village. Pray that many will come to Christ in 
these villages and the church will be firmly established. Join 
us as we pray for the Government that God will use them to 
strengthen our faith in Jesus across India.

PRAISE // PRAYER REQUESTS

Go into all the world
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In the message and our personal study this week, we have learned that 
Jesus takes us on a wild ride. Sharing our faith is guaranteed to bring 
about a response. We can be on the lookout for one of three responses 
to the gospel.

THREE RESPONSES 
When we share the gospel and invite people to receive the free gift of 
eternal life, we will get one of three responses, like a traffic light: Green 
(Yes), Yellow (I would like to think about it), or Red (No). 

It is important to know how to respond to each: 

GREEN: Explain the ABCs and help them pray to believe in Jesus. 

YELLOW: Would you like to get together and read the Bible together 
so you can make an informed decision about accepting or 
rejecting Jesus and the promises of the gospel? 

RED: Thanks for letting me share. If you would ever like to talk about 
it more, I would be glad to talk with you. 

Think about recent gospel conversations you have had. 

Describe the conversation:

G
RE

EN
Y

EL
LO

W
RE

D

What is one thing you can learn 
for future gospel conversations?

// REACH
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// NOTES
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MARK 6:30-44
(New American Standard Bible)

30The apostles gathered together 
with Jesus; and they reported to 
Him all that they had done and 
taught. 31And He said to them, 
“Come away by yourselves to a 
secluded place and rest a while.” 
(For there were many people 
coming and going, and they 
did not even have time to eat.) 
32They went away in the boat to a 
secluded place by themselves.

FIVE THOUSAND FED
33The people saw them going, 
and many recognized them and 
ran there together on foot from all 
the cities, and got there ahead of 
them. 34When Jesus went ashore, 
He saw a large crowd, and He 
felt compassion for them because 
they were like sheep without a 
shepherd; and He began to teach 
them many things. 35When it was 
already quite late, His disciples 
came to Him and said, “This place 
is desolate and it is already quite 
late; 36send them away so that 
they may go into the surrounding 
countryside and villages and buy 
themselves something to eat.” 
37But He answered them, “You 
give them something to eat!” And 
they *said to Him, “Shall we go 
and spend two hundred denarii on 
bread and give them something 
to eat?” 38And He *said to them, 
“How many loaves do you have? 
Go look!” And when they found 
out, they *said, “Five, and two fish.” 
39And He commanded them all to 

MARK 6:30-44
(New International Version)

JESUS FEEDS THE FIVE THOUSAND
30The apostles gathered around 
Jesus and reported to him all 
they had done and taught. 31Then, 
because so many people were 
coming and going that they did 
not even have a chance to eat, he 
said to them, “Come with me by 
yourselves to a quiet place and 
get some rest.”
32So they went away by themselves 
in a boat to a solitary place. 33But 
many who saw them leaving 
recognized them and ran on foot 
from all the towns and got there 
ahead of them. 34When Jesus 
landed and saw a large crowd, 
he had compassion on them, 
because they were like sheep 
without a shepherd. So he began 
teaching them many things.
35By this time it was late in the day, 
so his disciples came to him. “This 
is a remote place,” they said, “and 
it’s already very late. 36Send the 
people away so that they can go 
to the surrounding countryside 
and villages and buy themselves 
something to eat.”
37But he answered, “You give them 
something to eat.”
They said to him, “That would take 
more than half a year’s wages[fn]! 
Are we to go and spend that much 
on bread and give it to them to 
eat?”
38“How many loaves do you 
have?” he asked. “Go and see.”
When they found out, they said, 
“Five—and two fish.”

THE GOSPEL OF MARK
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sit down by groups on the green 
grass. 40They sat down in groups 
of hundreds and of fifties. 41And 
He took the five loaves and the 
two fish, and looking up toward 
heaven, He blessed the food and 
broke the loaves and He kept 
giving them to the disciples to 
set before them; and He divided 
up the two fish among them all. 
42They all ate and were satisfied, 
43and they picked up twelve full 
baskets of the broken pieces, and 
also of the fish. 44There were five 
thousand men who ate the loaves.

39Then Jesus directed them to have 
all the people sit down in groups 
on the green grass. 40So they sat 
down in groups of hundreds and 
fifties. 41Taking the five loaves 
and the two fish and looking up 
to heaven, he gave thanks and 
broke the loaves. Then he gave 
them to his disciples to distribute 
to the people. He also divided the 
two fish among them all. 42They 
all ate and were satisfied, 43and 
the disciples picked up twelve 
basketfuls of broken pieces of 
bread and fish. 44The number of 
the men who had eaten was five 
thousand.

MARK 6:30-44
(New International Version)

MARK 6:30-44
(New American Standard Bible)
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A BIG PICNIC
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Jesus can do a lot with our little.

Give Jesus the little you have!

Acts 1:8

Date:  April 15
Message:  A Big Picnic
Scripture:  Mark 6:33-44

THE POINT

MEMORY

ACTION

...but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.
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// PERSONAL STUDY

OPEN GOD’S WORD.
Jesus’ withdrawal with his disciples and the feeding of the 5,000 is recorded 
in each of the gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John). It must have been 
a significant event, memorable to the disciples and critical to their training 
with Jesus. This is the only event outside the last week of Jesus’ life that is 
paralleled in all four gospels. 

In your personal study this week, we will look at each of the gospel 
accounts to discover key lessons for life and ministry.

Read MATTHEW 14:13, 14, MARK 6:31-34, LUKE 9:10B-11, JOHN 6:1-3.

What is Jesus concerned about?

What can this teach us about life and ministry?

Read MATTHEW 14:15, MARK 6:35-36, LUKE 9:12.

Who first discovers the needs of the crowd? 

Read MATTHEW 14:16-17, MARK 6: 37-38, LUKE 9:13, JOHN 6:5-7.

How does Jesus involve his disciples in solving the problem? Why does He do this?

How do the disciples respond to Jesus? 
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MAKING IT PERSONAL // 

Read MATTHEW 14:20, MARK 6:43, LUKE 9:17, JOHN 6:13

How do each of the gospel writers describe the feeding? What details do 
they have in common? 

 

Jesus teaches an important lesson to the disciples about how God the 
Father works to provide for them. God had always been providing for 
those who had little (like the crowd, Jesus, and the disciples) but who 
looked to their heavenly Father in faith.

Imagine that it is 50 years later. The disciples are now involved in a worldwide 
disciple-making, church-planting movement. Many, many thousands of 
people have become members of the community of believers in Jesus. 
Dozens of churches have been planted. News about Jesus has spread 
from you in Jerusalem, into Judea and Samaria, and toward the ends of 
the earth. You think back on that day in Bethsaida. You remember holding 
your own basket of leftover bread and fish. You remember looking at Jesus 
with wide-eyed wonder.

Considering what the church is currently experiencing in mission, why do 
you think each of the gospels record the story from their training for mission?

What lessons did the disciples learn that day?

Where are you counting on your Father in heaven to provide for you?

PRAYER
Jesus, you trained Your disciples to trust our Father in everything. They 
needed to because they had a big task. I can trust the Father too. Help 
me to trust our Father to provide for every need I have. Amen.
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GETTING-TO-KNOW-ME
1. Share about a person in your life who you didn’t know very long, but 

had a big impact on your life:

ACTION STEP FOLLOW-UP
2. How did you experience Jesus’ wild ride last week?

INTO THE BIBLE // Let’s open God’s Word together.

Read JUDGES 7:1-8.

3. Why do you think God reduced the number of men who would conquer 
the Midianites with Gideon?

4. What does this passage teach you about God’s power?

5. How does this passage encourage you to give Jesus your “little”?

READ SAMUEL 14:1-15.
6. What does this passage teach you about God’s power?

7. How does this passage encourage you to give Jesus your “little”?

// SMALL GROUP CUE
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APPLICATION // Let’s be transformed together.

8. What “little” do you have to give? 

9. How could your life change if you started giving your “little”?

GO CONFERENCE // April 22 and 29

Join us in praying for our Global Outreach partners during this year’s GO 
conference.

Matthieu Klass (church planter) and wife Christella and children in Brussels, 
Belgium. Pray for the small group leaders as they lead and have a vision to 
start new churches one day. Pray for financial provision. Pray for courage 
in the midst of spiritual warfare.

PRAISE // PRAYER REQUESTS

Go into all the world
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As we learn to to have gospel conversations, it is helpful to have Bible 
verses that reveal the truth of the gospel.

Based on your motivation and experience in gospel conversations, follow 
one of these three training tracks:

BASIC TRAINING: Write each of the Bible verses listed below on a card 
and read them each day this week. 

ADVANCED TRAINING: Memorize each of these passages and practice 
them from memory every day this week.

ON-THE-JOB TRAINING: Share one or more of the verses during your 
gospel conversations this week. (Alternative: Share the verses from 
memory with a friend in a simulated gospel conversation).

// REACH

THE GOOD NEWS
Christ Paid the Penalty

Romans 5:8
1 Peter 3:18

Eternal Life is a Free Gift
Ephesians 2:8,9

Titus 3:5

THE BAD NEWS
All have sinned
Romans 3:23
Isaiah 53:6

 
We are in Big Trouble

Romans 6:23
Hebrews 9:17

OUR RESPONSE
We Must Receive Christ

John 1:12
Revelation 3:20

Assurance of Salvation
1 John 5:13
John 5:24
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// NOTES
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ACTS 13:1-4
(New American Standard Bible)

FIRST MISSIONARY JOURNEY
1Now there were at Antioch, in the 
church that was there, prophets 
and teachers: Barnabas, and 
Simeon who was called Niger, and 
Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen 
who had been brought up with 
Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 
2While they were ministering to the 
Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit 
said, “Set apart for Me Barnabas 
and Saul for the work to which I 
have called them.” 3Then, when 
they had fasted and prayed and 
laid their hands on them, they sent 
them away.
4So, being sent out by the Holy 
Spirit, they went down to Seleucia 
and from there they sailed to 
Cyprus.

ACTS 13:1-4
(New International Version)

JESUS FEEDS THE FIVE THOUSAND
1Now in the church at Antioch 
there were prophets and teachers: 
Barnabas, Simeon called Niger, 
Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen (who 
had been brought up with Herod 
the tetrarch) and Saul. 2While they 
were worshiping the Lord and 
fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set 
apart for me Barnabas and Saul 
for the work to which I have called 
them.” 3So after they had fasted 
and prayed, they placed their 
hands on them and sent them off.

ON CYPRUS
4The two of them, sent on their 
way by the Holy Spirit, went down 
to Seleucia and sailed from there 
to Cyprus.

ACTS
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CHURCH PLANTING 
IS OUR DNA
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Church planting is our DNA.

Participate in Church planting!

Matthew 28:18-20

Date:  April 22
Message: Church Planting is our DNA
Scripture: Acts 13:1-4

THE POINT

MEMORY

ACTION

And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been 
given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 [a]Go therefore and make disciples 

of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son 
and the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I commanded 

you; and lo, I am with you [b]always, even to the end of the age.
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// PERSONAL STUDY

OPEN GOD’S WORD.

Read ACTS 13.
Who is a part of the church in Antioch?

Who was actively involved in sending Barnabas and Paul? (vs. 2 and 4)

What locations do they go to in verses 4-6, 13-14, and 51?

Summarize Paul’s 1st sermon in verses 16-41 and 2nd sermon in verses 46-47.

How did people respond to the message of Paul and Barnabas? (12, 42-
43, 45, 48-52)

MAKE IT PERSONAL //
What emotions does Acts 13 bring out in you? Why?

What enabled Paul and Barnabas—       and enables you today—to fulfill God’s 
mission?
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As a follower of Jesus, you are called to be His representative in your circle 
of influence. 

As Paul and Barnabas experienced, some will reject the message, some 
will want to hear more, and some are ready to believe Jesus.

How can Paul’s model help you in your gospel conversations?

What is one way you can apply God’s Word this week?

PRAISE // PRAYER REQUESTS

Jesus, I want to be a part of your mission. Teach me to make disciples.
I want to reach one. Help me. Amen.
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GETTING-TO-KNOW-ME
1. What has been your longest trip?

ACTION STEP FOLLOW-UP
2. How did you see Jesus do a lot with your little last week?

INTO THE BIBLE // Let’s open God’s Word together.
Read ACTS 14.

3. How did people respond in Iconium after hearing the Gospel?

4. Where did Paul flee?

5. How did the crowd respond following the healing in Lystra?

6. What impresses you about Paul and Barnabas’ response in verse 15?

7. What persecution did Paul experience as a result of proclaiming the 
Gospel? What did he do the next day? (v. 20-21)

// SMALL GROUP CUE
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APPLICATION // Let’s be transformed together.

8. What is Good News’ global outreach strategy?

9. What is most exciting to you about that strategy?

GO CONFERENCE // April 22 and 29

Join us in praying for our Global Outreach partners during this year’s GO 
conference.

PRAY for movement leader Edwin Caruana (and his wife 
Sylvia), who pastors in Malta and starts churches in North 
Africa. Pray for the house churches in Morocco and Algeria 
that God would give them boldness and courage in the 
midst of persecution. 

PRAISE // PRAYER REQUESTS

Go into all the world
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One of the greatest challenges in gospel conversations is transitioning 
from everyday conversations into gospel conversations.

Here are three scenarios. For each scenario, write down a transition 
you could use to move from the everyday conversation to a gospel 
conversation.

WHERE YOU LIVE //
You borrow a shovel from your neighbor. While using the shovel it breaks. 
You go to the store (I hope) and buy a new shovel for your neighbor and 
return the new one to him leaving it outside his garage (it’s late). He comes 
over the next day and asks about the new shovel. 

WHERE YOU WORK //
A coworker stops by your office. He/She says, “I am so angry. This computer 
program keeps messing up. I am really frustrated. It makes me feel so 
dumb that I can’t make this thing work right!”

WHERE YOU PLAY //
You are watching your daughter play soccer. One of the other parents 
says, “We are so excited about our daughter. She was just asked to play 
on a new travel team. We really think soccer is going to work out great 
for her.”

// REACH
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// NOTES
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Church planting is our DNA!

Participate in Church planting!

Acts 16:5

Date: April 29
Message:  Church planting is our DNA
Scripture:  Acts 16:14-15

THE POINT

MEMORY

ACTION

So the churches were being strengthened in the faith, 
and were increasing in number daily.
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// PERSONAL STUDY

OPEN GOD’S WORD.

Read ACTS 17.

Acts 17 is loaded with strategies to reach people and amazing doctrine as 
Paul proclaims the Gospel.

What was Paul’s strategy to reach Jews in Thessalonica? (vs 1-4)

How are the Bereans described in verse 11?

In Athens, Paul finds himself with a much different audience than the Jewish 
folks in the synagogues. He is now “preaching Jesus and the resurrection” 
to Epicurean and Stoic philosophers.

Where do they bring Paul in verse 19, and what springboard does he 
utilize to share the Gospel?

Write one theological point that stands out to you from Paul’s message in 
verses 22-31.

What responses followed in verses 32-34?
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MAKING IT PERSONAL //

Who are people in your life that reflect the people in Thessalonica, Berea, 
and Athens?

“THESSALONIANS” 

“BEREANS”

“ATHENIANS”

What can we learn from Paul’s communication strategy as we seek to 
engage those who do not know Jesus?
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GETTING-TO-KNOW-ME
1. Describe a time in your life when you felt challenged and inspired to 

take action. 

ACTION STEP FOLLOW-UP
2. How did you participate in church planting last week? 

INTO THE BIBLE // Let’s open God’s Word together.

Read ACTS 18:1-11
3. Where did Paul travel after Athens?

4. Briefly describe the other believers mentioned in these verses.

5. What did Paul devote himself to in verse 5, and who did his ministry 
begin to focus on (vs 6)?

6. How long did Paul stay “teaching the word of God”?

// SMALL GROUP CUE
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APPLICATION // Let’s be transformed together.

7.  What did Giotis (Athens) or Edwin (Malta) say this week that challenged 
you to greater participation in church planting? 

GO CONFERENCE // April 22 and 29

Small Group Prayer for our GO partners and church planters around the 
world.

Pray for Giotis Kantartzis (and his wife Nopie) in 
Athens, Greece, as they seek to shepherd the flock of 
God through the local church and through a network 
of other pastors. There are men of God being trained 
to start Gospel-centered churches throughout Athens. 
Pray for God’s provision and favor in these efforts.

PRAISE // PRAYER REQUESTS

Go into all the world
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INVITATION TO RESPOND

When we have gospel conversations with friends, we do three things.

• We transition from everyday conversations to gospel conversations.
• We share the gospel (bad news and good news).
• We invite a response (trust Jesus for eternal life).

We looked at how to start gospel conversations (transitions). We identified 
people we want to share with (our five). We looked at the gospel, and 
learned Bible verses that reinforce the gospel. The last part of a gospel 
conversation is the invitation to respond. 

Think about each of the invitations below. What are the strengths and 
weaknesses of each of these invitations?

• Does this make sense to you?

• What do you think?

• Are you ready to believe what I have just shared?

• Is there any reason not to believe what I just shared?

• Are you ready to receive God’s gift of eternal life?

// REACH
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// NOTES
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SCRIPTURE MEMORY
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The practice of scripture memory plants the truth 
of God’s written Word in our lives so that the Living 
Word can use it to transform us.

Following are scripture memory cards for the 
passages to memorize each week during this season. 
They are printed in New American Standard Bible 
and the New International Version.

SCRIPTURE MEMORY
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MATTHEW 5:10
Blessed are those who have 
been persecuted for the sake of 
righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven.

MATTHEW 5:10
Blessed are those who are persecuted 
because of righteousness, for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven.

NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE

NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION



51SEASON / SPRING

ACTS 1:8
but you will receive power when 
the Holy Spirit has come upon you; 
and you shall be My witnesses both 
in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and even to the remotest 
part of the earth.

ACTS 1:8
But you will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit comes on you; and you 
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and 
in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth.

NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE

NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION
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MATTHEW 28:18-20
18And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, 
“All authority has been given to Me in heaven 
and on earth. 19Go therefore and make disciples 
of all the nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
20teaching them to observe all that I commanded 
you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the 
end of the age.

MATTHEW 18:18-20
18Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority 
in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
19Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching 
them to obey everything I have commanded 
you. And surely I am with you always, to the very 
end of the age.

NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE

NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION
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ACTS 16:5
So the churches were being 
strengthened in the faith, and were 
increasing in number daily.

ACTS 16:5
So the churches were strengthened in 
the faith and grew daily in numbers

NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE

NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION
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// NOTES / PRAYER
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