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CAN I TRUST JESUS?





OUR PURPOSE

TO REACH AND TRANSFORM PEOPLE, BY THE POWER 
OF THE GOSPEL, IN BIBLICAL COMMUNITY.
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Great benefits are to be gained in choosing to use The Study.  Committing 
to the lifestyle of Biblical community is the means for the Holy Spirit to bring 
about transformation.  The characteristics of a 3M Christian manifest in 
one’s life.

3M CHRISTIAN
MASTER: Captured by the love of Jesus Christ.
MEMBER: Connected to His body the church.
MISSION: Engaged in His mission.

MESSAGE NOTES
The message on Sunday will equip you with one main point. It will also 
lead you into an action step during the week. You will benefit the most 
when choosing to worship each Sunday during the series. There is an area 
for you to jot down thoughts, insights, and impactful parts of the message.

PERSONAL STUDY
Spend time reading and meditating on God and His Word.  This will help 
you grow as a believer in Jesus as you develop a practice of studying 
God’s Word.  The Study for each week will provide passages to read and 
on which to reflect.  It will challenge with questions to explore your own 
life.  You can work through The Study all at once or throughout the week. 

SMALL GROUP CUE
Small group discussion. Our gospel transformation accelerates when we 
talk to others about what we have learned. Questions in the small group 
cue include a Getting-to-Know-Me section, “Into the Bible” section, and a 
Message Application section. There is also a question to help you tell the 
group what God did through your study the previous week.  It is beneficial 
to read and answer these questions before attending small group.

REACH
This section will provide you coaching on how to have gospel 
conversations.  They will happen over a meal, during time in the car, over 
coffee or spontaneously with co-workers, neighbors or friends.  You can 
be the instrument God uses to bring His good news of hope.

// HOW TO USE THE STUDY
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Good News Church defines small group as a group of ten imperfect 
people who together gaze at Jesus and encourage one another.

Groups meet in homes throughout the week, study God’s Word, pray for 
one another, and often share a meal. But there is more!

Life’s victories are celebrated together as well as support when going 
through trials.  There are hospital visits to Super Bowl parties and 
everything in-between  —all in authentic Biblical community.

If you are ready to experience one anothering, it is just a “next step away."

STEP IN.  During this season, commit to participating in a small group.  
Say yes to:

• Meeting weekly during 8-10 weeks of the small group season.
• Message-based discussion.
• One anothering (small group member care).

STAY IN.  Stay involved, complete the Study each week, and experience 
how God will use His Word and Biblical community in your life.
Say yes to:

• The lifestyle the Holy Spirit uses to transform lives.
• The leadership development strategy.
• At least a season in one small group.

STEP UP.   As a member experiences transformation in Biblical community, 
the next step is to become a leader of ten.
Say yes to:

• Making room for ten new people to experience what others did to 
make room for me.

• Receiving training and support.
• Standing on the front line of Good News Church member care and 

leadership development strategy.

// SMALL GROUP
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CAN I TRUST JESUS?
WHEN THE SABBATH CAME, HE BEGAN TO TEACH IN 
THE SYNAGOGUE; AND THE MANY LISTENERS WERE 

ASTONISHED, SAYING, “WHERE DID THIS MAN GET THESE 
THINGS, AND WHAT IS THIS WISDOM GIVEN TO HIM, AND 
SUCH MIRACLES AS THESE PERFORMED BY HIS HANDS?" 

 —MARK 6:2

Believing in Jesus means coming to know and respond to what He can do 
in our lives. It involves understanding that He is Savior. Savior from what? 
Savior from our sin problem. It also involves understanding that Jesus is 
Lord. When we are captured by the love of Jesus, we want to follow Him. 
At Good News, we summarize this step of discipleship as MASTER.

Those who share Christ as Master join in Biblical community. Biblical 
community involves joining with others to worship Jesus on Sunday. It also 
involves joining others throughout the week to open God’s Word in a small 
group. At Good News, we summarize this step of discipleship as MEMBER.

From the time we first follow Jesus, we cannot help sharing Him with others. 
When we are a part of His Biblical community, we team up to serve so 
others can be reached and transformed by the gospel. As we grow, we 
take on more responsibility and become leaders of ten who can make 
room for others to be transformed by the power of the gospel. At Good 
News, we summarize this step of discipleship as MISSION.

We believe Jesus wants each of us to become a 3M Christian (master, 
member, mission). When Jesus is MASTER, we are MEMBERS together of 
His Biblical community, and we are engaged in the MISSION. We live the 
3M lifestyle of a disciple. 

M A ST E R
MEMBER
MISSION

3 M
CHRISTIAN
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2 SAMUEL
2 SAMUEL 23:8-39
(New American Standard Bible)

HIS MIGHTY MEN
8These are the names of the mighty 
men whom David had: Josheb-
basshebeth a Tahchemonite, chief 
of the captains, he was called 
Adino the Eznite, because of eight 
hundred slain by him at one time; 9 
and after him was Eleazar the son 
of Dodo the Ahohite, one of the 
three mighty men with David when 
they defied the Philistines who were 
gathered there to battle and the 
men of Israel had withdrawn. 10He 
arose and struck the Philistines until 
his hand was weary and clung to 
the sword, and the Lord brought 
about a great victory that day; and 
the people returned after him only 
to strip the slain.
11Now after him was Shammah the 
son of Agee a Hararite. And the 
Philistines were gathered into a 
troop where there was a plot of 
ground full of lentils, and the people 
fled from the Philistines. 12But he 
took his stand in the midst of the 
plot, defended it and struck the 
Philistines; and the Lord brought 
about a great victory.
13Then three of the thirty chief men 
went down and came to David 
in the harvest time to the cave of 
Adullam, while the troop of the 
Philistines was camping in the valley 
of Rephaim. 14David was then in the 
stronghold, while the garrison of the 
Philistines was then in Bethlehem. 15 
David had a craving and said, "Oh 
that someone would give me water 
to drink from the well of Bethlehem 
which is by the gate!" 16So the three 
mighty men broke through the camp 
of the Philistines, and drew water 
from the well of Bethlehem which 
was by the gate, and took it and 
brought it to David. Nevertheless 

2 SAMUEL 23:8-39
(New International Version)

DAVID’S MIGHTY WARRIORS
8These are the names of David’s 
mighty warriors: Josheb-
Basshebeth, a Tahkemonite, was 
chief of the Three; he raised his 
spear against eight hundred men, 
whom he killed in one encounter.
9Next to him was Eleazar son of 
Dodai the Ahohite. As one of the 
three mighty warriors, he was 
with David when they taunted 
the Philistines gathered at Pas 
Dammim for battle. Then the 
Israelites retreated, 10but Eleazar 
stood his ground and struck down 
the Philistines till his hand grew 
tired and froze to the sword. The 
Lord brought about a great victory 
that day. The troops returned to 
Eleazar, but only to strip the dead.
11Next to him was Shammah son 
of Agee the Hararite. When the 
Philistines banded together at 
a place where there was a field 
full of lentils, Israel’s troops fled 
from them. 12But Shammah took 
his stand in the middle of the 
field. He defended it and struck 
the Philistines down, and the Lord 
brought about a great victory.
13During harvest time, three of the 
thirty chief warriors came down 
to David at the cave of Adullam, 
while a band of Philistines was 
encamped in the Valley of 
Rephaim. 14At that time David was 
in the stronghold, and the Philistine 
garrison was at Bethlehem. 
15David longed for water and said, 
“Oh, that someone would get me 
a drink of water from the well 
near the gate of Bethlehem!” 16So 
the three mighty warriors broke 
through the Philistine lines, drew 
water from the well near the gate 
of Bethlehem and carried it back 
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2 SAMUEL
he would not drink it, but poured it 
out to the Lord; 17and he said, "Be 
it far from me, O Lord, that I should 
do this. Shall I drink the blood of the 
men who went in jeopardy of their 
lives?" Therefore he would not drink 
it. These things the three mighty men 
did.
18Abishai, the brother of Joab, the 
son of Zeruiah, was chief of the 
thirty. And he swung his spear 
against three hundred and killed 
them, and had a name as well as 
the three. 19He was most honored of 
the thirty, therefore he became their 
commander; however, he did not 
attain to the three.
20Then Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, 
the son of a valiant man of Kabzeel, 
who had done mighty deeds, killed 
the two sons of Ariel of Moab. He 
also went down and killed a lion in 
the middle of a pit on a snowy day. 
21He killed an Egyptian, an impressive 
man. Now the Egyptian had a 
spear in his hand, but he went down 
to him with a club and snatched 
the spear from the Egyptian's hand 
and killed him with his own spear. 
22These things Benaiah the son of 
Jehoiada did, and had a name as 
well as the three mighty men. 23 

He was honored among the thirty, 
but he did not attain to the three. 
And David appointed him over his 
guard.
24Asahel the brother of Joab was 
among the thirty; Elhanan the son 
of Dodo of Bethlehem, 25Shammah 
the Harodite, Elika the Harodite, 
26Helez the Paltite, Ira the son 
of Ikkesh the Tekoite, 27Abiezer 
the Anathothite, Mebunnai the 
Hushathite, 28 Zalmon the Ahohite, 
Maharai the Netophathite, 29Heleb 
the son of Baanah the Netophathite, 
Ittai the son of Ribai of Gibeah of 
the sons of Benjamin, 30Benaiah a 
Pirathonite, Hiddai of the brooks of 

to David. But he refused to drink 
it; instead, he poured it out before 
the Lord. 17“Far be it from me, Lord, 
to do this!” he said. “Is it not the 
blood of men who went at the risk 
of their lives?” And David would 
not drink it.
Such were the exploits of the three 
mighty warriors.
18Abishai the brother of Joab son 
of Zeruiah was chief of the Three. 
He raised his spear against three 
hundred men, whom he killed, and 
so he became as famous as the 
Three. 19Was he not held in greater 
honor than the Three? He became 
their commander, even though he 
was not included among them.
20Benaiah son of Jehoiada, a 
valiant fighter from Kabzeel, 
performed great exploits. He 
struck down Moab’s two mightiest 
warriors. He also went down into 
a pit on a snowy day and killed a 
lion. 21And he struck down a huge 
Egyptian. Although the Egyptian 
had a spear in his hand, Benaiah 
went against him with a club. 
He snatched the spear from the 
Egyptian’s hand and killed him 
with his own spear. 22Such were 
the exploits of Benaiah son of 
Jehoiada; he too was as famous 
as the three mighty warriors. 23He 
was held in greater honor than 
any of the Thirty, but he was not 
included among the Three. And 
David put him in charge of his 
bodyguard.
24Among the Thirty were:
Asahel the brother of Joab,
Elhanan son of Dodo from 
Bethlehem,
25Shammah the Harodite,
Elika the Harodite,
26Helez the Paltite,
Ira son of Ikkesh from Tekoa,
27Abiezer from Anathoth,
Sibbekai the Hushathite,
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2 SAMUEL
Gaash, 31Abi-albon the Arbathite, 
Azmaveth the Barhumite, 32Eliahba 
the Shaalbonite, the sons of Jashen, 
Jonathan, 33Shammah the Hararite, 
Ahiam the son of Sharar the Ararite, 
34Eliphelet the son of Ahasbai, the 
son of the Maacathite, Eliam the 
son of Ahithophel the Gilonite, 
35Hezro the Carmelite, Paarai the 
Arbite, 36Igal the son of Nathan of 
Zobah, Bani the Gadite, 37Zelek the 
Ammonite, Naharai the Beerothite, 
armor bearers of Joab the son of 
Zeruiah, 38Ira the Ithrite, Gareb the 
Ithrite, 39Uriah the Hittite; thirty-
seven in all.

28Zalmon the Ahohite,
Maharai the Netophathite,
29son of Baanah the Netophathite,
Ithai son of Ribai from Gibeah in 
Benjamin,
30Benaiah the Pirathonite,
Hiddai from the ravines of Gaash,
31Abi-Albon the Arbathite,
Azmaveth the Barhumite,
32Eliahba the Shaalbonite,
the sons of Jashen,
Jonathan 33son of Shammah the 
Hararite,
Ahiam son of Sharar the Hararite,
34Eliphelet son of Ahasbai the 
Maakathite,
Eliam son of Ahithophel the 
Gilonite,
35Hezro the Carmelite,
Paarai the Arbite,
36Igal son of Nathan from Zobah,
the son of Hagri,
37Zelek the Ammonite,
Naharai the Beerothite, the armor-
bearer of Joab son of Zeruiah,
38Ira the Ithrite, Gareb the Ithrite
39and Uriah the Hittite.
There were thirty-seven in all.
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MIGHTY MEN
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The world needs more mighty 
men who serve!

Be a mighty man of service!

Mark 10:43

But it is not so among you: but whosoever would become 
great among you, shall be your minister

Date: June 17
Message:  Mighty Men
Scripture:  2 Samuel 23:8-39

THE POINT

MEMORY

ACTION
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// PERSONAL STUDY
Jesus is the ultimate mighty man who serves. He taught His disciples a new 
way of life and leadership for those who are a part of His kingdom. In the 
personal study, we will look at the pattern of life Jesus models, investigate 
how Jesus makes that type of life possible for us, and apply this to our lives.

OPEN GOD’S WORD. 
Read PHILIPPIANS 2:5-11

Jesus’ life models a descent to greatness.

What does Paul say were a few of the stages in 
Jesus’ descent? (verse 7)

What was the bottom of Jesus’ descent to greatness? (verse 8)

How does God reverse the downward descent of Jesus’ life? (verse 9-11)

life

death

ressurection
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MAKING IT PERSONAL / /
Read PHILIPPIANS 3:10

In what ways are our lives to reflect the pattern of Jesus’ life?

CASE STUDY / /
Steve is a teacher seeking to live as a mighty man who serves. He has been 
working with a new student who struggles with the subject material. Steve 
has a sincere interest in the student’s growth, taking extra time with him while 
researching ways to help. Steve’s student has made progressand has raised his 
grades from failing to a C-plus by interims. Soon after, Steve receives an email 
from the parents accusing Steve of ignoring their child’s needs, not meeting 
their expectations, and demanding a conference as soon as possible. They 
claim teachers at their son’s previous school were able to deliver higher grades. 

What emotions could Steve be feeling after receiving this email?

What specifics in Steve’s story reflect Jesus’ descent from life to death?

How could the resurrection of Jesus help Steve interpret the email and prepare 
for the parent conference?

How can Steve use Philippians 3:10 to strengthen his faith?

Where are you identifying with the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus in your life?

PRAYER / /
Jesus, You are the one Mighty Man. You are the King who served. You show me 
what life is all about, and enable me to live it! 
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GETTING-TO-KNOW-ME

1. Outside of the classroom, in what school activities did you participate?

ACTION STEP FOLLOW-UP
2. What did you “do well” last week?

INTO THE BIBLE // Let’s open God’s Word together.

Read JOHN 13:1-17

3. How does this passage highlight the mighty strength and courage of 
Jesus?

4. How does this passage highlight the humility and service of Jesus?

5. What motivates Jesus to humbly serve with mighty strength and 
courage?

Read MATTHEW 23:1-12

6. How had religious leaders missed the mark on what God intended for 
strong leadership?

7. What does Jesus say is the path to “greatness”?

 

// SMALL GROUP CUE
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APPLICATION // Let’s be transformed together.

8. Think of a time you made an intentional effort to take a low position of 
service to someone. What emotions did the experience draw out of you?

9. How does faith in Jesus Christ promote both mighty strength and 
humble service?

10. What is one place you can take a step of mighty service this week?

PRAISE // PRAYER REQUESTS
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Someone who has not accepted Christ through a verbal witness alone 
may be moved to consider the gospel more carefully when loved well by 
people who have Jesus as Master.

This week choose one person you can serve in love. Here are a few steps 
to take to serve him well.

STEP ONE: BE THOUGHTFUL

What would it mean to love this person well? What are his needs? Do 
you know how he best receives love (time, gifts, encouragement, acts of 
service)?

STEP TWO: BE INTENTIONAL

Based on what you have learned about this person, what will you do to 
serve him in love?

STEP THREE: BE UNCONDITIONAL

Do not attach conditions to your service; simply serve in love.

STEP FOUR: BE PREPARED

How can you turn your service into a gospel conversation when the 
opportunity presents itself? 

// REACH
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// NOTES
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THE GOSPEL OF MARK
MARK 8:1-26
(New American Standard Bible)

FOUR THOUSAND FED
1In those days, when there was 
again a large crowd and they 
had nothing to eat, Jesus called 
His disciples and said to them, 2"I 
feel compassion for the people 
because they have remained with 
Me now three days and have 
nothing to eat. 3If I send them away 
hungry to their homes, they will faint 
on the way; and some of them have 
come from a great distance." 4And 
His disciples answered Him, "Where 
will anyone be able to find enough 
bread here in this desolate place to 
satisfy these people?" 5And He was 
asking them, "How many loaves do 
you have?" And they said, "Seven." 
6And He directed the people to sit 
down on the ground; and taking 
the seven loaves, He gave thanks 
and broke them, and started giving 
them to His disciples to serve to 
them, and they served them to the 
people. 7 They also had a few small 
fish; and after He had blessed them, 
He ordered these to be served 
as well. 8And they ate and were 
satisfied; and they picked up seven 
large baskets full of what was left 
over of the broken pieces. 9About 
four thousand were there; and He 
sent them away. 10And immediately 
He entered the boat with His 
disciples and came to the district of 
Dalmanutha.
11The Pharisees came out and 
began to argue with Him, seeking 
from Him a sign from heaven, to test 
Him. 12Sighing deeply in His spirit, 
He said, "Why does this generation 
seek for a sign? Truly I say to you, no 
sign will be given to this generation." 
13Leaving them, He again embarked 
and went away to the other side.
14And they had forgotten to take 

MARK 8:1-26
(New International Version)

JESUS FEEDS THE FOUR 
THOUSAND
1During those days another large 
crowd gathered. Since they had 
nothing to eat, Jesus called his 
disciples to him and said, 2“I have 
compassion for these people; they 
have already been with me three 
days and have nothing to eat. 3If 
I send them home hungry, they 
will collapse on the way, because 
some of them have come a long 
distance.”
4His disciples answered, “But where 
in this remote place can anyone get 
enough bread to feed them?”
5“How many loaves do you 
have?”Jesus asked.
“Seven,” they replied.
6He told the crowd to sit down on 
the ground. When he had taken the 
seven loaves and given thanks, he 
broke them and gave them to his 
disciples to distribute to the people, 
and they did so. 7They had a few 
small fish as well; he gave thanks 
for them also and told the disciples 
to distribute them. 8The people ate 
and were satisfied. Afterward the 
disciples picked up seven basketfuls 
of broken pieces that were left 
over. 9About four thousand were 
present. After he had sent them 
away, 10he got into the boat with his 
disciples and went to the region of 
Dalmanutha.
11The Pharisees came and began 
to question Jesus. To test him, they 
asked him for a sign from heaven. 
12He sighed deeply and said, “Why 
does this generation ask for a sign? 
Truly I tell you, no sign will be given 
to it.”13Then he left them, got back 
into the boat and crossed to the 
other side.
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THE GOSPEL OF MARK
bread, and did not have more than 
one loaf in the boat with them. 
15And He was giving orders to them, 
saying, "Watch out! Beware of the 
leaven of the Pharisees and the 
leaven of Herod." 16They began to 
discuss with one another the fact 
that they had no bread. 17And Jesus, 
aware of this, said to them, "Why 
do you discuss the fact that you 
have no bread? Do you not yet 
see or understand? Do you have 
a hardened heart? 18Having eyes, 
do you not see? and having ears, 
do you not hear? And do you not 
remember, 19when I broke the five 
loaves for the five thousand, how 
many baskets full of broken pieces 
you picked up?" They said to Him, 
"Twelve." 20"When I broke the seven 
for the four thousand, how many 
large baskets full of broken pieces 
did you pick up?" And they said to 
Him, "Seven." 21And He was saying to 
them, "Do you not yet understand?"
22And they came to Bethsaida. And 
they brought a blind man to Jesus 
and implored Him to touch him. 
23Taking the blind man by the hand, 
He brought him out of the village; 
and after spitting on his eyes and 
laying His hands on him, He asked 
him, "Do you see anything?" 24And he 
looked up and said, "I see men, for I 
see them like trees, walking around." 
25Then again He laid His hands on 
his eyes; and he looked intently and 
was restored, and began to see 
everything clearly. 26And He sent 
him to his home, saying, "Do not 
even enter the village.

THE YEAST OF THE PHARISEES 
AND HEROD
14The disciples had forgotten to 
bring bread, except for one loaf 
they had with them in the boat. 15“Be 
careful,”Jesus warned them. “Watch 
out for the yeast of the Pharisees 
and that of Herod.”
16They discussed this with one 
another and said, “It is because we 
have no bread.”
17Aware of their discussion, Jesus 
asked them: “Why are you talking 
about having no bread? Do you 
still not see or understand? Are your 
hearts hardened? 18Do you have 
eyes but fail to see, and ears but fail 
to hear? And don’t you remember? 
19When I broke the five loaves for the 
five thousand, how many basketfuls 
of pieces did you pick up?”
“Twelve,” they replied.
20“And when I broke the seven 
loaves for the four thousand, how 
many basketfuls of pieces did you 
pick up?”
They answered, “Seven.”
21He said to them, “Do you still not 
understand?”

JESUS HEALS A BLIND MAN AT 
BETHSAIDA
22They came to Bethsaida, and 
some people brought a blind man 
and begged Jesus to touch him. 23He 
took the blind man by the hand and 
led him outside the village. When he 
had spit on the man’s eyes and put 
his hands on him, Jesus asked, “Do 
you see anything?”
24He looked up and said, “I see 
people; they look like trees walking 
around.”
25Once more Jesus put his hands on 
the man’s eyes. Then his eyes were 
opened, his sight was restored, and 
he saw everything clearly. 26Jesus 
sent him home, saying, “Don’t even 
go into the village.”
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JESUS OPENS BLIND EYES
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Jesus opens blind eyes!

Pray for open eyes!

Psalm 119:18

Date:  June 24
Message:  Jesus Opens Blind Eyes
Scripture:  Mark 8:1-26

THE POINT

MEMORY

ACTION

Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold
Wondrous things out of thy law.
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// PERSONAL STUDY
Jesus performed thirty-seven miracles which are recorded in the gospel 
accounts. Of the four gospel accounts, Mark records the most miracles of 
Jesus. One of the common miracles of Jesus is restoring sight to the blind. 
Five of Jesus’ thirty-seven miracles involve the blind.

OPEN GOD’S WORD.
Read the passages and identify what is being done and by whom:

PSALM 146:8

ISAIAH 35:5

Read LUKE 4:14-21

What types of miracles will uniquely validate Jesus’ identity as the Messiah?

How does this study validate Jesus as one who can be trusted as Savior?
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MAKING IT PERSONAL // 
Physical blindness is dangerous, but spiritual blindness can be worse. 
Our spiritual blindness keeps us from seeing our sinfulness. Our spiritual 
blindness can keep us from seeing Jesus. Even a Christian can be blind to 
areas that God can transform, blind to the needs of people around us, or 
blind to the greatness of the gospel.

Read 2 Kings 6:8-23

Who is blind in the story? How does blindness play a part in the story of 
the Arameans’ plot to kill Elisha?

How was Elisha able to remain calm when the Arameans circled the city?

Why do you think Elisha showed kindness to the Arameans when he had 
the opportunity to kill them?

How does this story illustrate our need to have our eyes open to the 
greatness of the gospel in our lives?

PRAYER
Jesus, open my eyes, that I may behold wonderful things from Your law.
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GETTING-TO-KNOW-ME

1. What was your strongest and weakest subject in school?

ACTION STEP FOLLOW-UP
2. How did you live mightily to serve last week?

INTO THE BIBLE // Let’s open God’s Word together.

Read MARK 8:1-26

3. How do the disciples demonstrate spiritual blindness in the story of 
the feeding of the 4,000 (vv. 1-9)?

4. Why do the religious leaders demand a sign from Jesus (vv. 10-12)?

5. Despite Jesus’ miracles, how do the disciples continue to demonstrate 
their spiritual blindness (vv. 13-21)? 

6. What did God intend for the disciples to learn through the healing of 
the blind man (vv. 22-26)?

// SMALL GROUP CUE
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APPLICATION // Let’s be transformed together.

7. How would you currently characterize your spiritual vision?

 • 20/20—need readers to see what is right in front of me.

 • Need glasses to help me see further ahead.

8. If your spiritual vision were 20/20, what would you most want to see 
God do in your life?

PRAISE // PRAYER REQUESTS
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As we have been learning this week, the gospel opens our eyes to our 
own blindness, and it also helps us see others’ blindness to the gospel. 
Because of our own and others’ blindness, we pray “Open my eyes!” and 
we pray “Open their eyes!”

We are around half-way through the year.
It is time to update your list of five.

Who are people in your life you want to see reached with the gospel?

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Pray for them, “Open their eyes!” Pray for yourself, “Open my eyes to 
opportunities to have gospel conversations with them.” 

     // REACH
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// NOTES
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LUKE 23:32-49
(New American Standard Bible)

32Two others also, who were 
criminals, were being led away to 
be put to death with Him.

THE CRUCIFIXION
33When they came to the place 
called The Skull, there they crucified 
Him and the criminals, one on the 
right and the other on the left. 
34But Jesus was saying, "Father, 
forgive them; for they do not know 
what they are doing." And they 
cast lots, dividing up His garments 
among themselves. 35And the 
people stood by, looking on. And 
even the rulers were sneering at 
Him, saying, "He saved others; let 
Him save Himself if this is the Christ 
of God, His Chosen One." 36The 
soldiers also mocked Him, coming 
up to Him, offering Him sour wine, 
37and saying, "If You are the King 
of the Jews, save Yourself!" 38Now 
there was also an inscription 
above Him, "THIS IS THE KING OF 
THE JEWS."
39One of the criminals who were 
hanged there was hurling abuse 
at Him, saying, "Are You not the 
Christ? Save Yourself and us!" 40But 
the other answered, and rebuking 
him said, "Do you not even fear 
God, since you are under the same 
sentence of condemnation? 41And 
we indeed are suffering justly, for 
we are receiving what we deserve 
for our deeds; but this man has 
done nothing wrong." 42And he 
was saying, "Jesus, remember me 
when You come in Your kingdom!" 

LUKE 23:32-49
(New International Version)

32Two other men, both criminals, 
were also led out with him to be 
executed. 33When they came to 
the place called the Skull, they 
crucified him there, along with 
the criminals—one on his right, 
the other on his left. 34Jesus said, 
“Father, forgive them, for they do 
not know what they are doing.” 
And they divided up his clothes by 
casting lots.
35The people stood watching, 
and the rulers even sneered at 
him. They said, “He saved others; 
let him save himself if he is God’s 
Messiah, the Chosen One.”
36The soldiers also came up and 
mocked him. They offered him wine 
vinegar 37and said, “If you are the 
king of the Jews, save yourself.”
38There was a written notice above 
him, which read: this is the king of 
the jews.
39One of the criminals who hung 
there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t 
you the Messiah? Save yourself 
and us!”
40But the other criminal rebuked 
him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, 
“since you are under the same 
sentence? 41We are punished 
justly, for we are getting what our 
deeds deserve. But this man has 
done nothing wrong.”
42Then he said, “Jesus, remember 
me when you come into your 
kingdom."
43Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell 
you, today you will be with me in 
paradise.”

THE GOSPEL OF LUKE
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43And He said to him, "Truly I say 
to you, today you shall be with Me 
in Paradise."
44It was now about the sixth hour, 
and darkness fell over the whole 
land until the ninth hour, 45 because 
the sun was obscured; and the 
veil of the temple was torn in two. 
46And Jesus, crying out with a 
loud voice, said, "Father, into your 
hands I commit my Spirit." Having 
said this, He breathed His last. 
47Now when the centurion saw 
what had happened, he began 
praising God, saying, "Certainly 
this man was innocent." 48And all 
the crowds who came together for 
this spectacle, when they observed 
what had happened, began to 
return, beating their breasts. 49And 
all His acquaintances and the 
women who accompanied Him 
from Galilee were standing at a 
distance, seeing these things.

THE DEATH OF JESUS
44It was now about noon, and 
darkness came over the whole 
land until three in the afternoon, 
45for the sun stopped shining. And 
the curtain of the temple was 
torn in two. 46Jesus called out with 
a loud voice, “Father, into your 
hands I commit my spirit.” When he 
had said this, he breathed his last.
47The centurion, seeing what had 
happened, praised God and said, 
“Surely this was a righteous man.” 
48When all the people who had 
gathered to witness this sight saw 
what took place, they beat their 
breasts and went away. 49But all 
those who knew him, including 
the women who had followed him 
from Galilee, stood at a distance, 
watching these things.

THE GOSPEL OF LUKE
LUKE 23:32-49
(New International Version)

LUKE 23:32-49
(New American Standard Bible)
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THE RESCUER
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Jesus rescues!

This week, live like a rescued person!

Luke 19:10

Date:  July 1, 2018
Message: The Rescuer
Scripture: Luke 23:32-49

THE POINT

MEMORY

ACTION

10For the Son of man came to seek and to save that which was lost.
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// PERSONAL STUDY
In the message, we gazed at Jesus on the cross. Jesus’ great rescue 
mission reaches a pinnacle at the cross, and it includes not only the cross 
but also His life, His resurrection, His present intercession for His people, 
and His triumphal return. We will look at these additional parts of Jesus’ 
rescue mission in our personal study this week.

OPEN GOD'S WORD.

What do you learn about Jesus’ rescuing work in each of these passages?

1 Corinthians 1:30, 31

Philippians 3:9

Hebrews 7:25

1 John 2:1

Revelation 1:4-8
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MAKE IT PERSONAL //

Jesus’ great rescue mission was accomplished. He rescued you and others 
by His grace and for the glory of the Father.

The pronouns "you," "our," and "us" have been removed from Galatians 
1:3-5 (below).  In the blanks, write the names of you, your family, your 
small group, etc. who have been rescued. You can use this as a prayer of 
thanksgiving for God’s great rescue through Jesus.

GALATIANS 1:3-5

Grace to (        ) 

and peace from God (     ‘s) Father and the 

Lord Jesus Christ,

who gave Himself for (          ‘s) sins 

so that He might rescue (      ) 

from this present evil age,

according to the will of (                                                                ‘s) God 

and Father, to whom be the glory forevermore. Amen.

PRAYER //

Jesus, You rescued me! As one rescued, help me join You in the great 
rescue mission in the world today. Amen.
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GETTING-TO-KNOW-ME
1. Have you ever been taken somewhere by ambulance?
 What happened?

ACTION STEP FOLLOW-UP
2. How did God open your eyes last week?

INTO THE BIBLE // Let’s open God’s Word together.
Read GENESIS 37:18-24

3. What are Joseph’s brothers intending to do to Joseph? Why?

4. What is Reuben’s intention?

Read GENESIS 45:4-7

5. What was God's purpose in rescuing Joseph throughout his life? 

Read GENESIS 50:15-21

6. In this passage, how did Joseph live like a rescued person?

7. What do you learn about work through the life of Joseph?

// SMALL GROUP CUE



37SEASON / SUMMER 01

APPLICATION // Let’s be transformed together.

8. How have you experienced God’s rescue recently?

9. How will you live like a rescued person this week?  

PRAISE // PRAYER REQUESTS
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We all love a great story. Good News is a rescue station. You are a rescuer. People 
around us are lost. Our lives are part of God’s urgent rescue mission. The gospel is the 
life ring we extend to lost people. Through faith in Jesus Christ, people grab the life ring. 
It is always good to be reminded of why we are here!

On the coast of Maine, there were many rescue squads responsible to venture into the 
ocean during storms to rescue those who were drowning. Their imperative was to save 
as many as possible.  There was a particular rescue squad who faithfully performed 
their duty year after year.  After a while, one of the members of the squad advised, 
“You know what we ought to do? We should build a boathouse by the ocean.  Carrying 
boats this distance is difficult.  If we leave our boats here, we will not have to carry them 
so far when a storm comes and will better perform our duties.”  They agreed, “That is an 
excellent idea!”  So, the vote was passed.

As time went on, someone insisted, “You know what we ought to do?  We should build a 
bunkhouse by the boathouse. It is difficult to get to the boathouse in a storm.  If we had 
a bunkhouse, we could sleep here and would be easier to go out and rescue people 
in a bad storm.”  They replied, “That is a fantastic idea.”  Again, the vote was passed.

Seasons marched on and someone mentioned, “You know what we ought to do?  We 
should build a kitchen in the bunkhouse.  I’m tired of carrying all this prepared food.  If 
we had a kitchen, we could cook right here, eat much better, and would be easier.”  
Someone responded, “That is a fabulous idea!”  Voting again, it was passed.

Down the line, someone complained, “You know what? It gets extremely boring here 
during a storm. There is nothing to do as we wait to rescue those who are perishing.  
Let’s build a game room.”  Emphatically, the reply was, “That is a marvelous idea!”  The 
vote was passed. They built a game room and put pool tables, card tables and lots of 
games in it.  Now the fun finally began.

Years later, a group of old guys grumbled, “You know what is really difficult?  We have a 
great club but rescuing has really become a problem.  Why don’t we hire young guys to 
rescue those who are perishing?  We will set up a school and teach them how to rescue 
those who are caught in a storm.  Old guys should not have to do this.”  So they hired 
young men and started a school.

After 5 or 6 years of the new school, the retired club-members met and elected a board 
of directors.  The board met, reviewed the budget, and saw a deficit.  The directors 
responded, “We’ve got a deficit here.  What we need to do is eliminate our rescue team 
and then we will balance the budget.”  They voted on it and it passed!

Then, some young guys heard about it and rebuked, “You guys are not a rescue club 
anymore!  We are going to go down the coast and start our own rescue club, where 
we do what we were created to do.”  Travelling down the coast, they set up their own 
rescue club. A few years later, one of them wondered, “You know something, it would 
be a whole lot better if we built a boathouse down here.  We wouldn’t have to carry our 
boats all the way down here anymore.”  Following, along came a bunkhouse, kitchen, 
game room, directors, a deficit, and eventually they dropped the rescue mission.

Consequently, a few years later a group came along and stated, “We are going to 
start a real rescue club...”  And they did the same thing and the cycle continued. Today, 
dotting the entire coast of Maine, there are comfy, exclusive clubs, with excellent 
facilities. Sometimes they have competitions with one another to see who can make 
their boats go the fastest.  But, sadly, nobody gets rescued!

Why are we here at Good News?  Once Jesus Christ has rescued us, we are recruited 
to join His rescue mission.  Jesus has promised to meet our needs, protect us from evil, 
be with us, and take us safely home!  He has given us the Holy Spirit, the gospel, and 
spiritual gifts, enabling us to be a rescue station. We must remember to get out on the 
ocean and rescue those who are perishing! 

// REACH
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// NOTES
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PETER'S CONFESSION OF CHRIST
27Jesus went out, along with 
His disciples, to the villages of 
Caesarea Philippi; and on the way 
He questioned His disciples, saying 
to them, "Who do people say that I 
am?" 28They told Him, saying, "John 
the Baptist; and others say Elijah; 
but others, one of the prophets." 
29And He continued by questioning 
them, "But who do you say that I 
am?" Peter answered and said to 
Him, "You are the Christ." 30And He 
warned them to tell no one about 
Him.
31And He began to teach them 
that the Son of Man must suffer 
many things and be rejected by 
the elders and the chief priests 
and the scribes, and be killed, 
and after three days rise again. 
32And He was stating the matter 
plainly. And Peter took Him aside 
and began to rebuke Him. 33But 
turning around and seeing His 
disciples, He rebuked Peter and 
said, "Get behind Me, Satan; for 
you are not setting your mind on 
God's interests, but man's."
34And He summoned the crowd 
with His disciples, and said to them, 
"If anyone wishes to come after 
Me, he must deny himself, and take 
up his cross and follow Me. 35For 
whoever wishes to save his life will 
lose it, but whoever loses his life 
for My sake and the gospel's will 
save it. 36For what does it profit a 
man to gain the whole world, and 
forfeit his soul? 37For what will a 

PETER DECLARES THAT JESUS IS 
THE MESSIAH
27Jesus and his disciples went on 
to the villages around Caesarea 
Philippi. On the way he asked 
them, “Who do people say I am?”
28They replied, “Some say John the 
Baptist; others say Elijah; and still 
others, one of the prophets.”
29“But what about you?”he asked. 
“Who do you say I am?”
Peter answered, “You are the 
Messiah.”
30Jesus warned them not to tell 
anyone about him.

JESUS PREDICTS HIS DEATH
31He then began to teach them 
that the Son of Man must suffer 
many things and be rejected by 
the elders, the chief priests and 
the teachers of the law, and that 
he must be killed and after three 
days rise again. 32He spoke plainly 
about this, and Peter took him 
aside and began to rebuke him.
33But when Jesus turned and 
looked at his disciples, he rebuked 
Peter. “Get behind me, Satan!”he 
said. “You do not have in mind 
the concerns of God, but merely 
human concerns.” The Way of the 
Cross
34Then he called the crowd to him 
along with his disciples and said: 
“Whoever wants to be my disciple 
must deny themselves and take 
up their cross and follow me. 35For 
whoever wants to save their life will 
lose it, but whoever loses their life 

THE GOSPEL OF MARK
MARK 8:27-38
(New International Version)

MARK 8:27-38
(New American Standard Bible)
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man give in exchange for his soul? 
38For whoever is ashamed of Me 
and My words in this adulterous 
and sinful generation, the Son of 
Man will also be ashamed of him 
when He comes in the glory of His 
Father with the holy angels.

for me and for the gospel will save 
it. 36What good is it for someone 
to gain the whole world, yet forfeit 
their soul? 37 Or what can anyone 
give in exchange for their soul? 38If 
anyone is ashamed of me and my 
words in this adulterous and sinful 
generation, the Son of Man will be 
ashamed of them when he comes 
in his Father’s glory with the holy 
angels.”

THE GOSPEL OF MARK
MARK 8:27-38
(New International Version)

MARK 8:27-38
(New American Standard Bible)
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T H E  F I N A L 
WO R D
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The cross has the final word!

Let the cross have the final word!

Galatians 6:14

Date: July 8, 2018
Message:  The Final Word
Scripture:  Mark 8:27-38

THE POINT

MEMORY

ACTION

14But far be it from me to glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
through which the world hath been crucified unto me, and I unto the world.
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// PERSONAL STUDY

OPEN GOD’S WORD.

Three times in Mark 8–10, Jesus predicts his death.  Each time, the disciples 
fail to understand or to respond appropriately, and He teaches them about 
discipleship. Read each passage and summarize Jesus’ announcement, 
the failure of the disciples to understand, and what Jesus teaches about 
discipleship.

Announcement 
of Jesus Death

Mark 8:31

Mark 9:30-31

Mark 10:33-34

Mark 8:32-33

Mark 9:32

Mark 10:35-37

Mark 8:33-9:1

Mark 9:33-50

Mark 10:38-45

Failure of the 
Part of the Disciples

Jesus Teaches
on Discipleship
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MAKING IT PERSONAL //

Jesus places His cross front and center in His mission from the Father. He 
places the cross front and center in our lives also. Reflect on the three 
teachings of Jesus on discipleship you studied in scripture this week. 

PRAYER //
Jesus, let the cross have the final word in my life!

Jesus’ Instruction 
on Discipleship

Deny self
(Mark 8:33-9:1)

First must be last
(Mark 9:33-50)

Become a servant
(Mark 10:45)

Example of discipleship 
in my life.

What keeps you 
from  following 

Jesus’ instruction?
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GETTING-TO-KNOW-ME
1. What was the least useful course you had to take in high school or 

college?

ACTION STEP FOLLOW-UP
2. How did living like a rescued person impact your life last week?

INTO THE BIBLE // Let’s open God’s Word together.

Read 1 CORINTHIANS 1:18-31

3. What comes to mind when you hear the phrase, “the wisdom of this 
world” (verse 19)?

4. How do you feel when you read verses 26-29 (encouraged, insulted, 
comforted, etc.)?

5. How would you explain the “message of the cross” (verse 18)?
  

6. How would you practically apply verse 31?

// SMALL GROUP CUE



47SEASON / SUMMER 01

APPLICATION // Let’s be transformed together.

7. If the cross is God’s final word to you, what does it reveal about God?

8. If the cross is God’s final word to you, what does it reveal about you?

9. If the cross is God’s final word to you, what does it reveal about God’s 
purpose for your life?

PRAISE // PRAYER REQUESTS
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One of the challenges in having gospel conversations is the opinion some 
have about Christians. You know the stereotype, “I would never go to 
church. Those Christians are such hypocrites."

CASE STUDY

Jen is your friend. You have been sharing an office with her for several 
months. You have learned about her story. You enjoy great conversations. 
One day over lunch you mention your involvement in a small group. She 
asks, “What are you talking about?” You respond by explaining that you 
attend the same church and you get together during the week to talk 
about what you heard on Sunday morning.

Jen responds by saying, “I do not see how anyone could stomach going 
to church. There are so many hypocrites!”

How would you respond to Jen? More specifically, think about what you 
learned about the cross and Jesus’ instructions about discipleship.

// REACH
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SCRIPTURE MEMORY



2018 / THE YEAR OF HOPE

The practice of scripture memory plants the 
truth of God’s written Word in our lives so that 
the Living Word can use it to transform us.

Following are scripture memory cards for 
the passages to memorize each week 
during this season. They are printed in New 
American Standard Bible and the New 
International Version.

SCRIPTURE MEMORY
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MARK 10:43
But it is not this way among you, but 
whoever wishes to become great 
among you shall be your servant.

MARK 10:43
Not so with you. Instead, whoever 
wants to become great among you 
must be your servant

NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE

NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION
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PSALM 119:18
Open my eyes, that I may behold
Wonderful things from Your law.

PSALM 119:18
Open my eyes that I may see
wonderful things in your law.

NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE

NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION
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LUKE 19:10
For the Son of Man has come to seek and to 
save that which was lost.

LUKE 19:10
For the Son of Man came to seek and to save 
the lost.

NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE

NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION
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GALATIANS 6:14
But may it never be that I would 
boast, except in the cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, through which the world 
has been crucified to me, and I to the 
world.

GALATIANS 6:14
May I never boast except in the cross 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which 
the world has been crucified to me, 
and I to the world.

NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE

NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION
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